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hoofs, and they belong to the division TJn-
gulata, or hoof-bearing animals.
RUMP PARLIAMENT, in English his-
tory, the name given the remnant of the
Long Parliament after the majority of its
members had been expelled by Cromwell's
soldiers under Colonel Pride, in 1648, Only
sixty members remained, and these in eon-
junction with the army brought about the
condemnation of Charles I. These members
constituted the rump, and the body was ever
after known as the Bump Parliament. It was
forcibly dissolved by Cromwell in 1653 for
opposing the demands of the army. It was
reinstated twice later, but for only brief
periods. In March, 1660 it decreed its own
dissolution.
RUNES, roonz, the earliest written charac-
ters of the ancient Teutonic people of North-
western Europe. They are formed almost in-
varibly of straight lines, and are found en-
graved on monuments, tombstones, rings and
weapons. Occasionally a manuscript of
later date contains them. Traces of runes are
found in those parts of England that were
first conquered by the Angles and Saxons,
especially in Northumbria, Mercia and East
Anglia. Runic inscriptions abound in
Scandinavia, Denmark and Iceland.
The origin of these characters is not known,
but Anglo-Saxon tradition ascribes their in-
vention to Odin. Instruments and weapons
bearing runic inscriptions dating from A. D,
300 to 400 have been found in Norway. The
name is believed to be the same as the Anglo-
Saxon word run, meaning mystery. The in-
scriptions were associated with the magical
rites of heathen worship; for this reason
their use was forbidden by the early Chris-
tians, and they were gradually forgotten. The
latest runic inscriptions in Sweden date from
about 1450.
RUNJIT SINGH, run jeetf Sing'W, (1780-
1839), maharaja of the Punjab, India, and
founder of the Sikh kingdom. His father, a
Sikh chieftain, died in 1792, and the govern-
ment fell into the hands of his mother. At
the age of seventeen, however, Runjit rebelled
against his mother's authority and assumed
the power himself. The shah of Afghanistan
granted him possession of Lahore, which had
been taken from the Sikhs, and Runjit soon
subdued the small Sikh states to the north of
the Sutlej. The chiefs to the south of that
river invoked the protection of the British,
who made an arrangement with Rurtjit in
 1809, accepting the Sutlej as the south boun-
dary of his dominions. The ambitious prince
now organized his army after the European
model, with the help of French and English
officers, and steadily extended his power, as-
suming the title of raja in 1812. His boun-
daries continued to widen until, by 1819, he
was ruler of the entire Punjab, with title of
maharaja, or king of kings. In 1836 he
suffered a heavy defeat from the Afghans, but
he retained his power until his death.
RUN'NIMEDE, the meadow on the right
bank of the Thames, in Surrey, England, four
miles below Windsor, where King John met
the barons who compelled him to sign Magna
Charta, June 15, 1215. The actual signing
is said to have taken place on Magna Charta
Island, opposite Runnimede. A race course
now occupies the site of Runnimede. See
magna charta.
RUTEE, the unit of value in the monetary
system of British India. The weight of a
rupee, 180 grains (troy), 165 grains of which
are of pure silver, is fixed by the British
government. The value of the coin as cur-
rency, which formerly fluctuated, is also fixed
at the equivalent of thirty-two cents in
United States or Canadian money. One-six-
teenth of a rupee equals an anna. Other
denominations are half-rupees, quarter rupees
and eighth rupees. A lakh equals 100,000
rupees; a erore, 100 lakhs.
RUPERT'S LAND, the name formerly ap-
plied to a vast tract of land bordering on
Hudson Bay and then belonging to the Hud-
son's Bay Company. The territory was
granted to the Hudson's Bay Company by
Charles II of England, and was held by
them until 1869, when the title was surren-
dered to the British government. In 1870 the
title was transferred to the Dominion of
Canada. The boundaries were never definite-
ly determined. The territory was formerly
known as The Canadian Northwest. That
portion of it north of the organized provinces
is now known as the North West Territories.
Rupert's Land was named for Prince Rupert,
the first governor of Hudson's Bay Company.
RUP'TURE.   See hernia.
RURAL CREDITS. The Federal Farm
Loan Act became effective July 17,1916. It
provides for a national system of rural
credits in the United States on the following
plan:
The Federal Farm Loan Board. A Fed-
eral Farm Loan Board, consisting of five

